JUNIOR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
LLANGORSE S.C. AUGUST 20th/21st

The National Fireball Junior Championship for 1977 was held at Llangorse
Sailing Club during the weekend of August 20th / 21lst, sponsored by
Bulmers Apple Juice. It was the first time that Llangorse had been
host to this meeting and they were very pleased with the response. 28
boats took part, with entries from all over the country including places
as far apart as Cumbria and Suffolk, and even one entry from Hong Kong!

A particularly pleasing aspect of the entries was the fact that 11 of
the boats entered had crews and helms who were both under the qualifying
age of 19. In fact both the first and second bosts came into this

category.

There was a light breeze at the start of the practice race on Saturday
morning which freshened as the race progressed. This race was won by
Paul Collins and his crew Richard Schooling from South Cerney Sailing

Club.

During the lunch break the wind strengthened, suggesting that there
might have been some good sailing in store. However this did unot
materialise and from then on the wind died away to almost a flat calm.

after two races, Peter Tozer with crew John
Peperell from R.P.C.Y.C. was in the lead with David Jarrett and his
brother Ian from Llandegfedd in strong contention and Duncan Howie
(Llangorse) lying third. At this stage only one point separated Alan
Titmus (Llandegfedd), Robert Stark (Chew Valley Lake) and Graham Eeles
(Broxbourne) in fourth, fifth and sixth places.

At the end of the first day,

On Sunday, although the day dawned bright and sunny, the wind had not
improved and sailing was frustrating all day. After the third race
Peter Tozer was still in the lead with David Jarrett % point behind.
Meanwhile Michael Hart (Lake District Boat Club) with crew Billy Bell

had moved up into the placings.

A very bad result in the fourth race meant that Peter Tozer had to win
the last race in order to clinch the Trophy from David Jarrett. Instead
David

the last race was won by Graham Eeles, placing him second overall.
Jarrett came fifth, and in so doing won the Championship.

It is of great credit to the Jarrett boys that not only have they won
this championship in very light airs, they were also second at Llangorse
in the Welsh Youth Championship held earlier this year in gale force

conditions.

Jenny Cornelius
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